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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE *? MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ~* 

- Extensions of timo may bo available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be tinery filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

. ff the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30( days, a reply wit ton the statutory mirwnum of thirty (30) days wW be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply b specified above, the maxrnum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX IS) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
• Failure to reply within the set or e>ctended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. S 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if tmery filed, may reduce eny 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 }□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



This action is non-final. 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b^J* This 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) JJ^f Claim (s) • j - — / ^ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) ? is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) 's/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) D Claims . are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 



is/are rejected. 

_ is/are objected to. 



10)D The drawing(s) filed on 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. 55 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d) or (f). 
alD All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a)Q The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited {PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draft sporson't Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) D^Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO- 1 52) 

3) ^f)nfomvrtion Disclosure Statement!*) (PTQ-1449) Peper NoU). -g— 61 D ° thtn 



4 Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(«). Lj- 
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Restriction 

1 . This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of 
the claimed invention: shown by different figures and embodiments, species I includes claims 1- 
4, 6-14, species n includes claim 5 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held 
to be allowable. Currently, no claim is generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the 
species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable 
thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of 
claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP 
§ 809.02(a). 

2. During a telephone conversation with Richard V. Burgujian (#3 1 ,744) on 7/1 1/03 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of species I, claim 1-4, 
6-14. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
Claim 5 is withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being 



I 
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drawn to a non-elected invention. 

3. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any 
amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the 
fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(1). 

4. Claim 1 is objected to for minor informality, on line 16, "dividing the variation curve for 
intersection parts' should be changed to -dividing the variation curve per intersection parts-. 



5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the 
best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

6. Claims 1-4, 6-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 

specification, while being enabling for "dividing the line width variation amount per design grid 
width w. Then extracting intersections between the design grid width and the variation curve. 
Then dividing the space width s per intersection parts" (page 13, line 27-page 14, line 8) , does 
not reasonably provide enablement for "dividing the variation curve per design grid width and 
extracting intersections between the design grid width and the variation curve; dividing the 
variation curve for intersection parts and establishing a correction rule for correcting" as recited 
in claim 1 . The specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or 
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with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the invention commensurate in scope 
with these claims. Because the variation curve has two axis, the line width variation amount and 
the space width, one of ordinary skill in the art would not be able to determine wether to divide 
the line width variation amount or the space width per design grid width w to extract 
intersections between the design grid width and the variation curve. Furthermore the 
specification as recited above only dividing the line width variation amount per design grid width 
w and extracting intersections between the design grid width and the variation curve. No 
embodiments are disclosed that enable dividing the space width s per design grid width w and 
extracting intersections between the design grid width and the variation curve. 
As for claims 2-4, 6-14 refer to claim 1 rejection. 

7, The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8, Claims 1-4, 6-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 

Claim 1, recites "establishing a correction rule for correcting, integer times the design 
grid width with respect to each of the intersection parts" on lines 17-18. It is not clear wether the 
correction rule for correcting, is set to integer times the design grid width with respect to each of 
the intersection parts or the correction rule correct the design grid width with respect to each of 
the intersection parts an integer times. Applicant has to clarify that. 
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As to claims 2-4, 6-14 refer to claim 1 rejection. 

9. Claims 1-4, 6-14 would be allowable if overcome the 1 12, first and second paragraph. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Samir Ahmed whose telephone number is (703) 305-9870. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. If attempts to reach 
the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Amelia Au, can be 
reached on (703) 308-6604. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 872-9314. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 

SA 

07/11/03 




SAMIR AHMED 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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All participants {applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



(1) 
(2) 



(31 
(4) 



Date of Interview ^Jf\ Q ^ 

Type: a)j^f Telephonic b) □ Video Conference 

c)D Personal [copy is given to 1)D applicant 2)D applicant's representative! 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)D Yes e)$ No. If yes, brief description: 



Claim (s) discussed: 



Identification of prior art discussed: 



Agreement with respect to the claims f)D was reached. g)D was not reached. hO N/A. 

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was reached, or 
any other comments: 



(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims allowable is 
available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

i)Lrlt is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview (if box is checked). 

Unlessthe paragraph above has been checked, THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST 
INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. (See MPEP section 71 3.04). If a reply to the last Office action has 
already been filed, APPLICANT IS GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE 

SUESTA^CE OF 1 HE INTERVIEW. See Summery of Record of I'Herview requirements en reverse side or on attached 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is 
an Attachment to a signed Office action. 




Examiner's signature, if required 
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